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2004 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Obuwee MNoposoe CobpaHue TTpuxoxaH

Please note that our parish Annual General Meeting will be held this year on Sunday
November 7™, following Divine Liturgy. The Annual General Meeting hears reports from
the outgoing parish council and elects the parish council for the year to come. The agenda,
reports, and associated documents have now been posted out to all parish members. Only
financial parish members with at least 6 months' membership are entitled to vote at the
AGM.

PARISH LIFE: SUCCESSFUL CABRAMATTA FUNDRAISING BBQ

Last Sunday, October 24™, the Holy Protection parish at Cabramatta hosted a fundraising
BBQ to help our parish here in Gosford. Attended by a number of our parishioners too, the
BBQ and raffle raised an astonishing $3000.00! This is a great help to us, and the money
raised will in all likelihood be put towards the mortgage on our new church. The Cabramatta
parish is one that is particularly close us, with so many of our Gosford parishioners having
been associated with it over the years, and Father James having begun his priestly service
there. We are very grateful for their steadfast and active support. Special thanks are due
to: Maria Panov, Vera Paramonov, Peter and Galina Kolenko, Nikolai and Olympiada
Brusentsev, Svetlana Iliuk, Frosya Hadarin, Anatoly and Anastasiya Sezonenko, and all who
supported them. May the Lord reward them abundantly!

IMPORTANT: GOSFORD SERVICE NEXT WEEK

As this is the 5™ Sunday in October, there is a service today as well as next Sunday, the 1%
Sunday in November. Other important dates this week are: the commemoration of Saint
John of Kronstadt on Monday 1/11 (we have an akathist to Saint John on Monday evening
at 7.00pm); Vladika Hilarion's nameday on Wednesday 3/11; the feast-day of the Kentlyn
convent on Thursday 4/11, the commemoration of the Kazan Icon of the Mother of God; and
the feast-day of the Geelong parish on Saturday 6/11, the commemoration of the icon of
the Mother of God, the "Joy of All Who Sorrow".

COCTOSANOCh OYEPEOQHOE 3ACELQAHME APXUEPEMCKOIO CMHOOA

C 26-ro no 28-o0e okTabpsa c.r. B r. Horo-Nopke cocToanock oudepeaHoe 3acenaHue
Apxuepeuickoro CuHoaa Pycckon 3apybexHoii Llepkeu noa npeacenatenscTeom
BbrcokonpeocssueHHeuwero MutpononuTta Jlaspa. Kpome NOCTOSHHLIX YneHos
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Apxuepeickoro CuHoaa: TTpeocealeHHeUwmnx Apxuenuckonos bepnuHckoro u
TepmaHckoro Mapka u CaH-®paHumcckoro u 3anaaHo-AmepukaHckoro Kupunna, Enuckonos
Beselickoro Amepocus, MaHxeTTeHckoro Maepuuna u boctoHckoro Muxauna; B 3aceaaHuu
npuHan yyactue Enuckon Taspuueckuii u Opecckuin AragpaHren.

Ob6cyxaanuch TeKylme BOMpOCHI LiepKOBHOM XU3HU. Ocoboe BHUMAaHWe 6b110 BbIAEIEHO
obCcyXAeHUHo UTOrOB HeldBHO cocTosBLencs B . MroHXeHe BTopoln paboyelt BcTpeun
komuccum Pycckori 3apybexHow Liepkeu u Pycckon TTpasocnasHowm Llepkeu Mockosckoro
TTatpuapxara.

Apxuepenckuii CUHOA, O3HAKOMUBLUUCHL C MATEpUAriamu, paspaboTaHHLIMU Ha BCTpeYe B T,
MioHxeHe, 06cyann ux coaepxaHue, KOTopoe COOTBETCTBYET UCKOHHBIM No3unLmam Pycckoi
3apybexHou Llepkeu. [lokymeHTbI, pa3paboTaHHbIE KOMUCCUSMU, NPEACTABNAOTCS HA
paccmoTpeHue Apxuepeiickomy Cobopy Pycckoir 3apybexHoii Liepkeu, KOTopbIH,
npeAnonoXuTenbHo, cocTouTcs B 6nmnxarilwme asa roaa. BercokonpeocesiyeHHenwmnn
Mutpononut Jlaep u uneHsr Apxmuepenickoro CUHOAA BLIPA3UIU 61ArOAGPHOCTL YNeHam
KOMUCCUU 3a NpoaesiaHHbIe Tpyabl U 6:1arocnoBUnu Ux Ha AanbHelwyro paboTy Ha 6naro
Pycckou Llepkeu.

Cpeau apyrux sonpocos Apxmuepeuckuii CuHoa obcyxaan u nonoxeHuwe 8 Hoso-KopeHHou
TTycTbIHu B 1. Maronake, agnarolerica CUHOAANbHLIM NoaBopbeMm. K coxaneHuro, 6onbluas
4acTb 3AGHUI NOABOPbSA MPULLINU B BETXOCTb U HYXAAHOTCA B KANUTANBHOM pemoHTe. OAHO U3
YTPeHHUX 3aceAaHU HacToslen ceccum npoxoauno 8 Hoso-KopeHHon TTycTbIHM, 4TO AGNO
BO3MOXHOCTb BCeM YneHam Apxmepenckoro CUHOAA Ha MecTe O3HAKOMUTLCS C COCTOSIHUEM
UMYLLECTBA.

Cnenyrolee odepenHoe 3acenaHue Apxuepenckoro CuHoaa coctoutces B sHeape 2005 r.

TTOCNAHUE APXWEPEMUCKOIO CUHOLA PYCCKOW 3APYBEXXHOWM LIEPKBM
BOrONOBUBOWN TTACTBE O TIPEOQOJNIEHMM AYXOBHOIMO PA3OENEHMNA B PYCCKOM
TIPABOCNABHOW LIEPKBWM

"Mup 6patuam u nrobosb ¢ seporo ot bora OTua n MNocnoaa Mucyca. bnaroaats co Bcemu
HensmeHHo nrobawmmm Mocnoaa Hawero Mucyca Xpucta" (Ep. 6, 23-24).

CUMM aNOCTONbCKUMU CNOBAMU Npeagapanoch TTocnaHue Apxuepeiickoro Cobopa Pycckoun
3apybexHol Llepkeu oT 27 aBrycta-9 ceHTabps 1927 r., koraa BO3HUKNG HEO6XOAUMOCTD
OTBETUTb Ha 06HApPOAOBAHHOE B UtONE TOrOo Xe roaa TTocnaHue mutpononuta Ceprus u
BpemenHoro TTatpuaplero CuHoAa, CTaBllee U3BeCTHLIM Kak " [exknapauus noanbHoctu'.

B 3akn+toueHuu otsetHoro TTocnaHua ot umeHmn Cobopa 3apybexHbLIX pycCKUX enUcKonons
noAa npeacenaTenbCTBOM MUTP. AHTOHUS (XpanoBULKOro) 6b1110 CKA3aHO:

"TwatenbHo paccmoTpes TTocnaHue 3amectutens Tlatpuapliero Mectobnroctutens u
BpemeHHoro TTatpuapluero CUHOAQ, U NPUHAB BO BHUMAHWE, YTO BBLICLLASA LiepKOBHAS BNACTb
B Poccum HaxoauTca B TAXKOM NneHeHUW y Bparos Llepkeu, HeceoboaHa B CBOUX AesHUAX, a
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TaKXe TO, YTO Y HAC HeT BO3MOXHOCTU UMeTb C Heko HOpMasibHbIe CHOWeHUs, CBALEHHbIN
Cobop Apxuepees Pycckou TTpasocnasHou Llepksu 3arpaHuLel onpeaenun:

3arpaHuydHas YacTb Becepoccuiickoii Liepkeu aonxHa npekpaTuTb cHoweHus ¢ MockoBckol
LlepkoBHOM BNACTbHO BBUAY HEBO3MOXHOCTU HOPMASbHBIX CHOLEHWUM C Hero U BBUAY
nopaboleHus ee 6e360XHOMN COBETCKOM BNACTbHO, NULIAOLEI ee cBO6OAbI B CBOUX
BOJ1IEU3BABINEHUAX U KAHOHUYeCKOro ynpaefieHusa LlepkoBsbo.

YT06bI OCBO6OAUTDL HaWy UepapXuro B Poccum oT 0TBETCTBEHHOCTU 3a HenpusHaHue
COBeTCKOW BNACTU 3arpaHUYHOMN YaCTbHO Hawel Liepkeu, BNpeab A0 BOCCTAHOBMEHUA
HOpPManbHbLIX CHOWeHuM ¢ Poccuet u ao ocsoboxaeHus Hawel Llepksu OT roHeHUM
6e360XHOM COBETCKOW BNACTU, 3arpaHUYHAS YacTb Hawel Liepkeu aonxHa ynpasnatbcs cama,
COFNACHO CBALEHHBIM KaGHOHAM, onpeaenieHuam CealeHHoro Cobopa Bcepoccuiickoi
TTomecTHoM TTpasocnasHou Liepksu 1917-18 rr. u noctaHosneHuro Ceatenwero TlaTpuapxa
TuxoHa, CeaweHHoro CuHoaa v Beicwero LlepkosHoro Coseta ot 7-20 Hos6ps 1920 roag,
npu nomoLm Apxueperickoro cuHoaa n Cobopa Enuckonos noa npeacenaTenbCTBOM
Kuesckoro mmutpononuta AHTOHUA.

3arpaHuyHas vacTb Pycckor Liepkeu nountaer cebs HepaspbIBHOFO AyXOBHO-eAUHOO BETBbHO
Benukon Pycckoii Liepksu. OHa He oTaenset cebs ot ceoeunt Matepu-Liepksu u He cumTaet
cebs asTOoKeasnibHor0. OHa NO-npexHemy cumTaeT csoetro rnason Tlatpuapluero
MecTtobnroctutens mutpononuta Tletpa u BOZHOCUT ero ums 3a 6orocnyxeHmamm".

MbI cuMTaem HeobXOAUMBIM HAMOMHUTD Hallel NacTee 3TU OCHOBLI ABTOHOMHOIO
CYyLLeCTBOBAHUS Hallel 3apybexHol yacTtu Pycckon Llepksu. XoTa oHO npoaonxanoch
MHOTUe aecaTuneTus, 3To NonoxeHue 6110 0bycnosneHo 6esnpeLieAeHTHOU cuTyaumen
Llepxeu npu 6orobopyeckom ToTanuTapHom pexmume Ha PoauHe, u Pycckas 3apybexHas
LlepxoBb HUKOraa He mbIcnuna cebs sHe Bcepoccumckon TTomectHou Liepkeu.

Ecnu pasaeneHue pycckoro Hapoaa BCrneacTBUe peBONMFOLIUMU U TPAXAAHCKOM BOUHBI 6b110
pasaenieHMem No NNoTu, To nosssneHue [leknapauum BHec10 pasaeneHue naeonoruyeckoe,
AyxoBHoe. Bnactb xotena nuwuTb Llepkosb camocTosTenbHOCTU, AUCKPEAUTUPOBRATD ee,
pasfaenuTb, NOKOPUTb, U, MO3TOMY B HABA3AHHOW eto [leknapauum 3aTyMaHUBANAch CyThb
B3AUMOOTHOLWeHUM Llepksu 1 Bnactu.

YnomuHaemoe B [leknapauuu TpebosaHue "0T 3arpaHUYHOrO AyXOBEHCTBA AATb NUCbMeHHOe
0643aTenbCTBO B NOMHOM NoAnbHOCTU CoeTckomy TTpaBuTenbcTBy BO BCeU CBOEMU
obLecTBeHHOW AeaTenbHOCTU" BLINO Henpuemnemo ANns pycckux nroaeu B 3apybexbe, Kaxk
NOMbITKA NULWKUTL UX cBO6OALI 0bnyaTh 6e3boxue, pazobnavatb roHuTene Liepksu,
CBUAEeTeNIbCTBOBATL O NoAsure HoBOMyYeHUKOB.

K ronoswwuHe ceoero usbpaHus rnaea Pycckou TTpasocnasHou Lliepkeu Mockosckoro
TTatpuapxara, Ceatenwmm TTatpuapx ANeKCUI, BLICKA3ANCS KPUTUYECKU B OTHOLIEHUU
[eknapauum, ckasas, YTO «Henpasaa 3ameluaHa B ero (M. Ceprus) [leknapauyu» u uTo B Helt
HaNMLO «noAYvHeHue Llepkeu UHTepecam rocyaapcTBeHHOM NONUTUKU» («M3BecTus»,
10.06.1991). B 2000 roay Apxuepetickuii Cobop B Mockee npuHsn «OCHOBbI COLIMANBbHOM
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KoHuenuuu Pycckoii TTpasocnasHou Llepkeu» B KOTOpoU onpeaenseTca HOpMa LiepKOBHO-
rOCYAAPCTBEHHLIX OTHOLWEHUN, No cyluecTsy obnuuatrolas [leknapaumio n o6baensembIv ero
Kypc. Cpean NpOCNaBNEeHHLIX B TOM Xe roay HOBOMYUYEHUKOB POCCUMCKUX, BbINU U Te, KTO
obnuyanu [eknapaumio U He NPUHANU Kypc muTpononuta Ceprus, HO NPOAOIIXANU - TaKXe
kak Pycckas 3apy6bexHas Llepkosb - nomuHate mutpononuta TTetpa kak rnasy Pycckoii
Llepksu. Takmm 06pasom, BOSHUKNU NpeAnOCbLIKU ANS NNOAOTBOPHOrO AUANOra Ha HOBOM
OcHoBe. DTOMY pasBUTUHO BLINU NOCBALLEHBI ABe UCTOpUYeckue koHgpepeHuuu (B 2001 n
2002 rr.), BkNtOYABLUME HE3ABUCUMBIX UCTOPUKOB HAPSAY C KNMUPUKAMU 0bemnx yacTen
Pycckoii Liepkeu. 3atem, k koHUy 2003 roaa 6b1nM Ha3HAYeHbI BCTpeYHbIe KOMUCCUU ANg
Ananora u paspaboTKu BCex BONPOCOB, NPpensTCTBYHOWMX AdNbHeWLeMy CONUXKeHnro 1 B
AanbHellel NepcnekTUBe - MONUTBEHHO-eBXapUCTUYECKOMY O6LLEEHUIO.

TTpeononeHwe aonronetHero pasaeneHus - NpoLecc cepbesHbI U TpyaoemMkuin. He moxeT
He CKa3bIBATbCS pasnuyme UCTOPUYECKOro OMbITa CTOPOH. Tem 6onee paboTta AOMXHA
BECTUCb OCMOTPUTENbHO, a BMeCTe C Tem LieneHanpasneHHo. CesleHHoHavanmue obemnx
CTOPOH BHUMATENbHO CNeauT 3a passuTtuem amanora. [loknaa BeicokonpeocesiueHHelwero
Mutpononuta Kupunna npeaceaarens OBLIC Mockosckoro TTatpuapxara, Ha
Apxuepeiickom Cobope 2004 roaa, apko csuaetenibcTeyeT 06 3TOM, He B NOCNEAHIOHO
ouepepab, KacaTenbHO BOnpoca «[leknapauum nosSnbHOCTU» Kak (peHoMeHe TOTaNUMTapHOro
nepuoaa, NOCNeACTBUSA KOTOPOro creayeT npeoaonesat. Ham suamnTtcs, yto pabota
BCTPEUHBLIX KOMUCCUU MPU STOM yXKe CKA3bIBAeTCa NONOXuTenbHO. Apxuepenckuii Cobop B
Mockse 0406pUN AOKYMEHTLI, NpeACcTaBrieHHbIe COBMECTHO CO CTOPOHLI KOMUCCUIA.

Apxuepeiickuii CuHoa Pycckon TTpasocnasHou Llepkeu 3arpaHuLien co ceoen CTOpOH.I,
0006pas 3T AOKYMeHTLI, NPeACTaBnseT UX Ha paccmoTpeHue Apxuepeiickoro Cobopa Haluew
Llepksu. B ceHTa6pe BcTpeyHbIe komuccum 3aceaanu B r. MroHxeHe, a B Hosibpe c. T
nocneayet ovepeaHoOe COBMeCTHOe Ux 3aceaaHue B Mockse.

Kak nonoxuTtenbHbIN pesynbTat Auanora cneayet OTMeTUTb Takke 060H0AHYHO FOTOBHOCTD K
NoNHO60BHOMY paspelleHUo CYLLeCTBYHOLUX B HEKOTOPLIX MeCTaxX UMYLLEeCTBeHHBIX
KOH(PNUKTHBIX CUTYALIUW, OTUACTU CBA3AHHBIX C CYAEbHLIMU AeNIaMU. DTU KOH(PIIUKTLI
MOPOXAeHbI TeM Xe MPOLUSIbIM, NpeoAosieHne NOCNeACTBUM KOTOPOro HaCTOUT OCYLLEeCTBUTb
CO BCeW OTBETCTBEHHOCTbHO BO 611aro NacTebl U cBUAeTenbcTBa TTpasocnasums.

M3 BCero 3Toro BUAHO, YTO LIEpKOBHBIE KOMUCCUU TPyA[TCS ¢ 61aroroseHnem, BO Ums
npasabl boxuent u poctouHcTea TTomectHom Poccuiickom Liepkeu. TTocemy, mor
6bnarocnosnsem Ux Ha NpoAoSIXKeHUe paboTbl B TOM Xe AyXe, MOJIMTBEHHO Xenas Um
nomoum boxumenr u 6narocnoseHns HosBoOMyUYeHUKOB, XU3Hb, CITyXeHUE U CMepTb KOTOPbIX
ABNAOTCA CeMeHeM HAcTosLero 6paTtckoro aManora, BeAyluero, KaKk Mbl Haaeemcs, K
NPUMUPEHUIO U MOSIUTBEHHO-eBXAPUCTUYECKOMY O6LLIEHUHO.

Byaem monutb MNocnoaa o Tom, utober OH, No ncanmonesuy, "6narocnosun nroam Ceos
mupom", CBOUM He3eMHbIM MUpoM, 0 KoTopom OH rosopun anoctonam nepes Csoumm
cTpaaaHuamu: "Mup Moun octaensaro sam, mup Mo aaro Bam".
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CHURCH LIFE: A REGULAR SESSION OF THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS IS HELD

A regular session of the Synod of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of
Russia was held in New York on October 26-28, under the presidency of His Eminence
Metropolitan Laurus. Besides the regular members of the Synod of Bishops: His Eminence
Archbishop Mark of Berlin, Germany and the United Kingdom, His Eminence Archbishop
Kyrill of San Francisco and Western America, His Grace Bishop Ambroise of Vevey, His
Grace Bishop Gabriel of Manhattan and His Grace Bishop Michael of Boston, the session was
also attended by Bishop Agathangel of Tavrichesk and Odessa.

Ongoing matters of church life were discussed. Special attention was devoted to the
discussion of the results of the second joint meeting of the Committees of the Russian
Church Abroad and the Russian Orthodox Church/Moscow Patriarchate held recently in
Munich.

The Synod of Bishops studied the materials developed during the meeting in Munich,
considered their contents, which correspond to the age-old positions of the Russian
Orthodox Church Outside of Russia. The documents drawn up by the Committees will be
presented to the Council of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia,
which is to be held sometime within the next two years. His Eminence Metropolitan Laurus
and the members of the Synod of Bishops expressed their gratitude to the members of the
Committee for their work and blessed them to continue to work for the good of the Russian
Church.

Among other matters, the Synod of Bishops discussed the situation in the Kursk-Root
Hermitage in Mahopac, which is a Synodal podvorie [branch]. Unfortunately, a great portion
of the buildings of the podvorie have aged badly and are in need of major renovation. One
of the morning sessions of this Synod was held at the Kursk-Root Hermitage, giving the
members of the Synod of Bishops the opportunity to examine the property themselves.

The next session of the Synod of Bishops will be held in January 2005.

EPISTLE OF THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS OF THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
OUTSIDE OF RUSSIA TO THE GOD-LOVING FLOCK ON THE OVERCOMING OF
SPIRITUAL DIVISION IN THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

"Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. " (Eph. 6:23-24).

These words of the Apostle prefaced the Epistle of the Council of Bishops of the Russian
Orthodox Church Outside of Russia of August 27/September 9, 1927, when it became
necessary to respond to the Epistle published in July of that year by Metropolitan Sergius
and the Temporary Patriarchal Synod, which became known as the "Declaration of loyalty."

In the conclusion of the responding Epistle written on behalf of the Council of Russian
Bishops Abroad, under the presidency of Metr. Anthony (Khrapovitsky), it was said:
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"Exhaustively examining the Epistle of the Deputy Locum Tenens of the Patriarchal Throne
and the Temporary Patriarchal Synod, and taking into account that the supreme
ecclesiastical authority in Russia is under grave imprisonment by the enemies of the Church,
is not free in its actions, and also that we have no possibility of having normal contact with
it, the Holy Council of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church abroad decided:

"The part of the All-Russian Church abroad must cease its relations with the authority of
the Moscow Patriarchate in light of the impossibility of normal relations with it and in view
of its enslavement by the godless Soviet state, which deprives it of the freedom of will and
the canonical operation of the Church.

"In order to free our hierarchy in Russia of responsibility for the non-recognition of the
Soviet state by the part of our Church that is abroad, until the reestablishment of normal
contact with Russia and until the emancipation of our Church from persecution by the
godless Soviet authorities, the part of our Church abroad must govern itself, in accordance
with the holy canons, the decisions of the Holy Council of the All-Russian Local Orthodox
Church of 1917-1918 and the decree of His Holiness Patriarch Tikhon, the Holy Synod and
the Supreme Church Council of November 7/20, 1920, with the assistance of the Synod of
Bishops and the Council of Bishops under the presidency of Metropolitan Anthony of Kiev.

"The part of the Russian Church abroad considers itself an indissoluble and spiritually-
united branch of the great Russian Church. She does not separate herself from her Mother
Church and does not consider herself autocephalous. As before, she considers her head to
be the Locum Tenens of the Patriarchal Throne, Metropolitan Peter, and commemorates his
name during divine services."

We feel it necessary to remind our flock of these foundations for the autonomous
existence of the part of the Russian Church that is abroad. Although it continued for many
decades, it was conditioned by the unprecedented situation of the Church under the God-
battling totalitarian regime in the Homeland, and the Russian Church Abroad never
considered itself to be outside of the All-Russian Local Church.

If the division of the Russian people as a result of the revolution and civil war was a division
of the flesh, the appearance of the Declaration introduced an ideological, spiritual division.
The state wished to deprive the Church of her independence, to discredit her, to divide and
conquer her, and for this reason the Declaration that was forced upon her confused the
essence of the interrelationship of the Church and state.

The demand made in the Declaration "from the clergymen abroad to make a written oath of
complete loyalty to the Soviet State in all their social activities" was unacceptable for
Russian people abroad as an attempt to deprive them of their freedom to denounce atheism,
to unmask the persecutors of the Church, and bear witness to the podvig [spiritual
struggle] of the New Martyrs.

On the anniversary of his election as the head of the Russian Orthodox Church/Moscow
Patriarchate, His Holiness Patriarch Alexy criticized the Declaration, saying that "lies were
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included in his [Met. Sergius'] Declaration," and that in it is expressed "the submission of
the Church to the interests of state policy" (Izvestia, 6/10/1991). In 2000, the Council of
Bishops in Moscow adopted the "Basic Social Concept of the Russian Orthodox Church" in
which the norms of church-state relations are described, essentially condemning the
Declaration and the path it announced. Among the New Martyrs of Russia glorified that
year were those who did not accept the path of Metropolitan Sergius, but continued—as did
the Russian Church Abroad—to commemorate Metropolitan Peter as the head of the
Russian Church. For this reason, the prerequisites appeared for fruitful dialog on new
foundations. Two historical conferences were devoted to its development (in 2001 and
2002), which included independent historians along with clergy of both parts of the Russian
Church. Then, at the end of 2003, joint Committees were designated for dialog towards the
resolution of all problems hindering further rapprochement and in the long term, prayerful-
eucharistic communion.

The overcoming of long-term divisions is a serious and laborious process. The differences in
historical experience of the sides cannot but have an effect. The work must also be
conducted cautiously yet purposefully. The hierarchies of both sides are attentively
following the development of dialog. The report by His Eminence Metropolitan Kirill,
President of the Department of External Church Affairs of the Moscow Patriarchate,
during the Council of Bishops of 2004, clearly attests to this, not least of which is the
matter of the "Declaration of loyalty" as a phenomenon of the totalitarian period, the
consequences of which must be overcome. We see that the work of the joint Committees is
also moving in a positive direction. The Council of Bishops in Moscow approved the
documents presented jointly by the Committees.

The Synod of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia, on its part, having
approved these documents, will present them to the Council of Bishops of our Church for
examination. In September, the joint committees met in Munich, and in November of this
year their next joint meeting will be held in Moscow.

The mutual readiness for the amicable resolution of existing conflicts over property issues
in some places, partly connected with lawsuits, should be viewed as one positive result of
this dialog. These conflicts were created by the same past history, whose consequences
must be overcome with all due responsibility for the good of the flock and to bear the
witness of Orthodoxy.

From all this it is clear that the church committees are working with piety, in the name of
the truth of God and the worthiness of the Local Russian Church. For this reason, we bless
them to continue to work in the same spirit, prayerfully wishing them God's help and the
blessings of the New Martyrs, whose lives, service and death are the seeds of genuine
fraternal dialog, which we hope will lead to the making of peace and prayerful-eucharistic
communion.
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We will pray to Lord that He, as the Psalm-singer said, "bless His people with peace," with
His unearthly peace, of which He Himself spoke to the Apostles before His sufferings:
"Peace I leave with you; My peace I give unto you."

PARISH LIFE: NEWS IN BRIEF

« Parishioners may notice an impressive set of bars on the side door in the kitchen.

These have been put in place following a break-in a week or so ago. Fortunately nothing
was stolen, but the need for better security was certainly made clear. An iron grille will
also soon be put into place inside the hall door and windows, and improvements will be
made to the alarm system.

- Some may recall Father James ordering a seven-branched candlestand for the altar.
Shipped from Russia, it was hoped that it would arrive in time for the church blessing,
but this was not to be. A large box with most of the pieces arrived soon after, but a
number of important pieces, shipped separately, did not arrive. After a number of email
messages and a long wait, the missing pieces have now been shipped again. They should
arrive late in November.

«  The current Parish Council will meet for the last time this coming week. Katya Rubbo
has advised that she will not be standing for re-election to the Council as she is unable
to attend evening meetings. Katya will continue to concentrate on her charitable work
for families in Russia, and plans to undertake some decorative work in the church in the
coming year, hopefully with the assistance of iconographer Sasha Ganin. Katya is also
working on an icon of the Holy Protection. We thank her for her efforts on Parish
Council over the past year.

ABOUT OUR CANDLES

A number of people have asked about the candles that we sell in church, concerned that
they do not burn as well as they once did, and that the wax is now harder to clean from the
candlestands and floor. The Diocese has advised that the Diocesan candle factory, from
which all our candles come, switched to pure beeswax candles about 18 months ago. This
decision was taken by the Diocesan Council because of fears that the old paraffin wax
candles damaged church iconography. To address concerns from around the Diocese,
however, approximately 20% paraffin wax has now been reintroduced into the mix. Candles
received from now on should, as a result, burn better and make cleaning easier.

Father James tries to prepare this newsletter o coincide with each Sunday
service at Gosford. You can call him about it at home on 4342-0015, on his mobile
on 0428-639156 or email him at the following address:
rev.james.carles@rocor.org.au.
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