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OTIPEAENEHUE APXUEPEMCKOIO CUHOLA PYCCKOW 3APYBEXXHOW LIEPKBM OT
11/24 MAS TTO OOKNALY TIPOTOUEPES ANEKCAHOPA NEBELOEBA, CEKPETAPS
KOMUCCHUMN TTO TTEPEFTOBOPAM C MOCKOBCKMM TTATPUAPXATOM

11/24 mas 2005 r. Apxuepelickuii CuHon Pycckoii TTpasocnaeHol Llepkeu 3arpaHuLieit

CNYWAnNw:

Hoknaa npotouepes AnekcaHapa Jlebenesa, Cekpetapsa Komuccum no neperosopam co BCTpeyHOM
Komuccueii Mockoeckoro TTatpuapxata 0 nocnefHel coemecTHOM BcTpede Komuccuid, coctossluelics 2-
4 mapta 2005 r. noa TTapuxem. BbInm 3a4UTAHBI COrNACOBAHHbBIE AOKYMEHTLI, BbIpAOOTAHHLIE Ha 3TOM
BCTpeue.

TTOCTAHOBUIN:

1. TTpuHaTb k cBeaeHUo aoknaa Cexpetaps Kommuccum.

2. YTBepauTb U 0806pUTb AOKYMeEHTLI BbIpabOoTaHHbIE Ha NOCneAHel CoBMeCTHOM BcTpede Komuccuii noa
TTapuxem.

3. OnobpUTb NY6IUKALMIO AOKYMEHTOB, pa3paboTaHHLIX Ha COBMECTHLIX BCTpedax Komuceuia,
NoNyYMBLUMX yTBEpXAeHUe Kak CealeHHoro CuHoaa Pycckoii TTpasocnasHol Liepkeu Mockosckoro
TTaTpuapxata, Tak u Apxuepeiickoro CuHoaa Pycckoii TTpasocnaeHol Llepkeu 3arpaHuLeis, a UMeHHO:
a. «06 oTHoweHuax Llepksu u Mocyaapctea»

6. «O6 oTHoweHWuW TTpasocnasHoM Llepksu K MHOCIGBHBIM BEpOUCTIOBEAGHUAM U
MEXKOHECCUOHAMBbHLIM OpraHU3aLMUam»

B. «O coemecTHoU paboTte Komuccuir Mockosckoro TTatpuapxata u Pycckon 3apybexHon Liepksu»

r. «<KommeHTapuit kK coBmecTHOMY AOKymMeHTy Komuccuih Mockosckoro TTatpuapxata u Pycckon
3apybexHoii Llepkeu «O6 oTHoweHusax Llepkeu u Mocyaapctea»»

4. TTopyuutb TTpeocssiieHHomy Apxuenuckony Mapky, npeaceaatento Kommucecum no neperosopam ¢
Mockosckum TTatpuapxatom, cornacosatb ¢ TTpeacenateniem BCTpeuHout Kommuccum TOUHBIN AeHb U Yac
OLHOBPeMeHHOU My6IMKALMUY YKA3aHHLIX AOKYMEHTOB, MpeABApUTEsTbHO CBEPUB TEKCThI.

5. TTocnatb konuro cent pesonuumm B CealeHHbI CuHoA Pycckoti TTpasocnasHol Liepkeu Mockosckoro
TTatpuapxara.

RESOLUTION OF THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS OF
THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OUTSIDE OF RUSSIA

On May 11/24, 2005, the Synod of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia
HEARD:

The report of Protopriest Alexander Lebedeff, Secretary of the Commission on discussions with the
corresponding Commission of the Moscow Patriarchate, on the last joint meeting of the Commissions
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held on March 2-4, 2005, near Paris. The documents drafted and agreed upon at this meeting were read
aloud.

DECREED:

1. To take under consideration the report of the Secretary of the Commission.

2. To confirm and approve the documents drafted at the last joint meeting near Par:is.

3. To approve the publication of those documents drafted at the joint meetings of the Commissions
which have received the confirmation of both the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church of the
Moscow Patriarchate and of the Synod of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia,
specifically:

a. "On the Relationship Between the Church and State"

b. "On the Attitude of the Orthodox Church Towards the Heterodox and Towards Inter-Confessional
Organizations"

c. "On the Joint Work of the Commissions of the Moscow Patriarchate and the Russian Orthodox Church
Outside of Russia"

d. "Commentary on the Joint Document of the Commissions of the Moscow Patriarchate and the Russian
Orthodox Church Outside of Russia Entitled ‘On the Relationship Between Church and State'"

4. To instruct His Eminence Archbishop Mark, Chairman of the Commission on discussions with the
Moscow Patriarchate, to coordinate with the Chairman of the corresponding Commission the exact day
and hour for the simultaneous publication of the indicated documents, after the preliminary verification
of the texts.

5. To send a copy of this Resolution to the Holy Synod of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church of
the Moscow Patriarchate.

+Bishop Gabriel

Secretary of the Synod of Bishops

The Resolution of the Synod of Bishops refers to a number of documents that have been developed
jointly by the Russian Orthodox Church outside Russia and the Russian Orthodox Church of the Moscow
Patriachate. One of the documents, "On the Joint Work of the Commissions of the Moscow
Patriarchate and the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia", is printed in full below. The other
documents can be viewed on the Synod's website or the website of the Moscow Patriarchate. It is also
expected that all the documents will be published in the church press.

O COBMECTHOM PABOTE KOMUCCUA MOCKOBCKOIO TTATPUAPXATA U
PYCCKOW 3APYBEXHOW LIEPKBU

OcHosbIBasCh Ha obLert npasocnasHou sepe B Nocnoaa u Cnacutens Hawero Nucyca Xpucta m
BepHOCTU obLiemy KaHoHUYeckomy TTpeanaHutro Pycckou TTpasocnasHow Llepksu, aeticTeys B
COOTBETCTBUM C NOPyYeHUEeM, KOTOpOoe BLINO CPOPMYIUPOBAHO B X0Ae cobecenOoBaHUM,
cocTosBlIMXCA Noj npeaceaatenibcteom Ceateliwero TTatpuapxa Mockosckoro u eces Pycu
Anekcusa B Mockse 17-18 mas 2004 roaa B xone susuta aeneraumu Pycckor 3apybexHoun
Llepksu, Bo3rnaesnsemoii BoicokonpeocssileHHedWwmm mmutpononmtom BoctouHo- AMepuKaHcKum
7 Hbl-o-l7lopr<cr<MM Naepom, Komuccusa Mockoeckoro TTatpuapxata no amanory c Pycckon
3apybexHou Llepkosbro u Komuccusa Pycckon 3apybexHou Liepksu no neperosopam c
Mockosckum TTaTpuapxatom Ha coBmecTHbIX 3aceaaHusx B Mockee (22-24 wroHs u 17-19 Hoa6ps
2004 ropa), 8 MroHxeHe (14-16 ceHTa6pa 2004 roaa) v B TTapuxe (2-4 mapta 2005 roaa)
MOArOTOBUNU MPOEKTLI pSAa AOKYMEHTOB, 0A06peHHbIX BnocneacTsum CaalleHHoHavanmem
Mockosckoro TTatpuapxata u Pycckori 3apybexHoun Llepkau.
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3aseneHus "O6 oTHoweHUax Llepksu u rocyaapctea” u "O6 otHoweHuu TTpasocnasHo Liepkeu
K MHOCNABHLIM BEPOUCMOBEAGHUSM U MEXKOHPECCUOHANbHBLIM OpraHu3aLmam” oTpaxaroT obluiee
MOHUMAHUE 3TUX NPUHLIMMAMANbHBIX BONpocoB Kak Pycckon TTpasocnasHou Llepkosbto, Tak u
Pycckoii 3apy6exHon Llepkosbio.

TTpoeKkT AKTa O KGHOHUYeCKOM O6LLeH M onpeaenseT KAHOHUYECKUIA CTAaTyC UCTOpPUYECKU
CNOXUBLUEMCS COBOKYMHOCTU enapxmuii, NpUXo408, MOHACTLIPel, 6paTcTB U APYrUX LIePKOBHBIX
yupexaeHuti Pycckou 3apybexHoii Llepkeu kak HeoTbemMnieMou CamoynpasrisemMon YacTu
Pycckovi TTpasocnasHow Liepkeu, aencteyrolen Ha Havyanax, NoAO6HLIX Tem, KoTopbIe
npeaycmoTpeHsr Yctasom Pycckont TTpasocnasHol Liepksu B oTHOWeHUM CamoynpasrisiembIX
Llepkseir Ha Tepputopum Mockosckoro TTatpuapxata. BctynneHuem B cuny npeanaraemoro
AKTQ BOCCTAHABNINBAETCS MOJIHOTA KAHOHUYECKOro obleHus BHYTpU eauHou TTomecTHOM
Pycckovi TTpasocnasHow Liepksu, Bosrnasnsemoii Ceaterwum TTatpuapxom Mockosckum u Bces
Pycu.

CornacHo paspaboTaHHOMY npoekTy, Pycckas 3apybexHas Llepkosb camocTosTenbHa B aenax
MAcTLIPCKUX, MPOCBETUTENbHBIX, AAMUHUCTPATUBHBIX, XO3SMUCTBEHHbIX, UMYLLECTBEHHbIX U
rpaxaaHcKux. Boicwyro BnacTb B npeaenax Pycckoi 3apybexHoii Liepksu ocyluecTsnser ee
Apxuepenckuit Cobop, cosbieaembrit ee TTpeactoatenem (TTepsovepapxom) Ha OCHOBaHUU
TTonoxeHus o Pycckon 3apybexHou Llepkeu. CornacHo kaHOHUYeckomy nopsaaky TTpasocnasHou
Llepksu, pelweHus, BbIxoasiume 3a npeaensl komneTeHumMmn Apxuepeiickoro Cobopa Pycckoii
3apybexHou Llepkeu, npuHumaroTca no cornacosaHuro ¢ TTatpuapxom Mockosckum u Bces Pycu
n CeaweHHLIM CuHoaom Pycckoun TTpasocnasHou Llepkeu. BerwecTosie UHCTaHUMeM
LiepKOBHOWU BNacTu aBnsaroTca TTomecTHbIN U Apxuepeiickuii Cobop Pycckou TTpasocnasHou
Llepksu, pelueHUs KOTOpLIX, Kak U pelueHus CealeHHoro CuHoaa Pycckoun TTpasocnasHom
Llepxsu, pevicteytoT B Pycckom 3apybexHoun Llepkeu ¢ yyeTtom ocobeHHocTen, onpenensembix
AKTOM O KaHOHUYeckom obLieHuun, TTonoxeHuem o Pycckont 3apybexHoun Llepkeu u
30KOHOZATeNbCTBOM FOCYAApCTB, B KOTOPLIX OHA OCYLLEeCTBNSeT CBOe ClyxXeHue. Apxuepeu
Pycckovi 3apybexHoti Llepkeu aenarotca uneHamu TTomecTtHoro u Apxuepeinckoro Cobopos
Pycckoii TTpasocnasHoM Liepksu 1 yy4acTByrOT B YCTGHOBIIEHHOM MOpsSAKe B 3aCeAaHUNX
CeaueHHoro CuHoaa. Pycckas 3apybexHas Llepkosb nonyyaet ceatoe mupo ot Tlatpuapxa
Mockosckoro u Bces Pycw.

B cooTBeTcTBUU C AKTOM O KGHOHUYECKOM 06LLeHUU, OTAeSIbHbIE 4OMNONTHEHUS U U3MeHeHUs
AONXHBI 6bITb BHeceHbI B rnasy VIIT Yctaea Pycckon TTpasocnasHou Llepkeu
("Camoynpasnsemsre Llepkeu"), a Takxe B TTonoxeHue o Pycckont 3apybexHoit Llepkau.

Komuccuamum Pycckori TTpasocnasHoti Liepkeu u Pycckoit 3apy6bexHon Llepksu paccmoTpeH
TaKXe BONpOC 06 OTHOLWEHUU K MHOFOUYUCIIEHHBIM OPULIMATIBHBIM 3aSBJIEHUSM,
NOCTAHOBNEHUAM, MOCIIGHUSM U MPOUUM AOKYMEHTAM, U3AaHHLIM TTpeactoatenamm
Mockoeckoro TTatpuapxata unu Pycckou 3apybexHoti Liepkeu, a Takxe opraHamum LiepKkOBHOMU
snactu B OTevyecTBe U 3a pybexom B TeueHUe Tex AeCATUNETUM, KOraa KaHOHUYeckoe oblueHue
mexay Mockosckum TTatpuapxatom u Pycckon 3apybexHou Llepkosbro oTcyTcTBoBano.
HekoTopbIe U3 3TUX AOKYMEHTOB BKJIFOHMAFOT KAHOHUYECKME NpeLieHUs UMK UHbIe BbIPaXeHUs
KGQHOHUYeCKOro HemnpU3HaHUA nepapxum 1 6:1aroaaTHON AeUCTBUTENIBHOCTU LIEPKOBHOM XU3HU,
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Haxopaslwenca No Ty CTOPOHyY pasaernieHus. B ceasu ¢ 3Tum npeanaraetcs npu BCTYNSeHUU B
AeCTBUE YNOMSAHYTOrO AKTA O6BSABUTL YTPATUBLUMMU CUIY BCe paHee U3AAaHHBIE aKTbI,
NpenaTCTBOBABLUME NOMHOTE KAHOHUYECKOro obLeHus.

Kpome Toro, no sonpocy 06 oTHoweHuax Llepksu v rocyaapctea pasbacHsetcs, 4To OCHOBbI
coumanbHoM KoHuenuuu Pycckon TTpasocnasHou Llepkeu, yTepxaeHHbIe ApXUepemckum
Cobopom Pyccrom TTpasocnasHou Llepksu 8 2000 roay, npuHumarotcs u Pycckoii 3apybexHot
LlepkoBbro B KauecTBe AOKYMeHTa, BepHO OTpaxarolero yyeHue Llepkeu o ee B3aMmMoOTHOLWEHUSX
C rocyAaapcTBOM U 061ecTBOM. [JOKyMeHTbI OTANbHLIX MepapXoB U OpraHoB LIepKOBHOM BNACTY,
BO3HUKLUME B NMepUOoA CyLLecTBOBaHUS Llepkeu B ycnosuax BpaxaebHbIX el TOTanUTapHBLIX
pexumos kak B OTeyecTse, Tak U B 3apybexbe, U He BbIpaXarolwme NOASIMHHOrO ronoca Llepkeu
XpUCTOBOM, NPUSHAFOTCS YTPATUBLUUMU CUITY UNU HeACTBUTENbHLIMU. TTpOAUKTOBAHHbIE
Upe3BLIYAUHLIMU 06CTOSTENbCTBAMU, OHU HE MOTYT PACCMATPUBATLCS B KAYeCTBE HOPMBI
LIiepKOBHOMO MOHUMAHUA. K yncny BOCNPUHUMAEMBIX TAKUM 06pa3om AOKYMEHTOB OTHOCATCS,
Hanpumep, "TTocnaHue Kk nacTbIpam u nactee" (Tak Hasbieaemas "[eknapauma™) 1927 roaa v
TTacxanbHoe nocnaHue TTepsomepapxa Pycckon 3apybexHou Llepksu 1942 roaa.

[ononHuTenbHbIe pa3bsacHeHUs B OTHOWeHUM "TTocnaHus K NacTbIpsm U nactee" AaHbI
Komuccuamm Mockosckoro TTatpuapxata u Pycckoni 3apybexHor Llepkeu B KommeHTapum Kk
COBMeCTHOMY AOKyMeHTY "O6 oTHoweHuax Llepkeu u rocyaapcTea".

Komuceum npuHanu k ceeaeHuro, uto CealleHHoHa4vanue Pycckon 3apybexHou Llepkeu 17
Hos6pa 2004 roaa o6paTunoch K Tak HasbiBaemomy "CuHoay npotusoctoawmx” s Mpeumu ¢
npeAanoxeHUem 0 HOpMmanusaumMm oTHowWweHU co ceoumm TTomecTHbIMU Llepksamu. [lo
HACTOALLEro BpemMeHU NONMOXUTEeNbHOro 0TBeTa Ha 3To obpalleHune He nonyyeHo. OaHaKo B
noctynuswem oT "CuHoaa npotusocToaWwmMx" nucbme, aatuposaHHoM 24 okTa6ps 2004 roaga,
YKA3aHO, YTO (PAKTUYECKU KaHOHUYeckoe oblueHue ¢ Pycckoti 3apybexHomn Llepkosbro yxe
NpexpaLleHo U He MoXeT 6bITb BOCCTAHOBMEHO NPpU NPOAOIIKEHUU Kypca Ha ee NpUmmnpeHue ¢
Mockosckum TTaTpuapxatom. OKOHYaTenbHOE YperynmpoBaHue 3Toro BONpoCca OXUAaeTcs Ao
ocyLecTBreHUs AKTa O KGHOHUYECKOM ObLeHU.

Ha coBmecTHbIX 3aceAaHUsX B NpeaBapuTesibBHOM Nopaake 6bIN paccMOTpeH Takxe BOMpoC O
cTaTyce KNUPUKOB, KOTOpbIE Nepelunv U3 OAHOMW FOPUCAUKLIUU B APYTYHO, HAXOAACH NOA
KaHOHUYeCKUMU npelteHuamu. C Lienbro aanbHelilwen NpopaboTku 3TOM Npobnemsr u
npeAcTaBfieHUs npeanoxeHuii CesleHHoHaYanmo 06pasosaHa OTAeNbHas NOAKOMUCCUS,
AeaTenbHOCTb KOTOPOM MPOAOJIXAETCS.

Komuccum npusHanu, 4to BOCCTAHOBMEHWE NOSTHOTO eAUHCTBA OPraHU3ALIMOHHBIX CTPYKTYp
Pycckovi TTpasocnasHow Liepkeu 3a npeaenamm ee KAHOHUYECKOW TeppUTOpUU SBNSETCS
KeNaHHOW Lienbto, K KOTOpOU cneayeT cTpemuTbcs. OaHAKO HeobXo0aAMMO NPUHUMATL BO
BHUMAHWE UCTOPUYECKU CITOXKUBLUMECS PeanbHOCTU, 06yCrnoBneHHbIe ANUTEIbHBIM
pasaeneHuem. TTosTomy B AanbHeULwem yCTPOEHUU XU3Hu eamuHom Pycckon Llepkeum
HeobxoaAUMO NpUMeHsSTb NoA06AFOLLYHO MKOHOMUIO U MACTLIPCKYHO OCMOTPUTENBHOCTD,
nocTeneHHO paseMBas NACTLIPCKOE B3AUMOAEUCTBUE B CTPAHAX PYCCKOrO paccesHus npu ocobom
noneyeHuu CeaweHHoro CuHoaa Pycckon TTpasocnasHou Llepkeu u Apxueperickoro CuHoaa
Pycckov 3apybexHoii Liepksu.
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B ToM Xe Ayxe UKOHOMUU U NACTLIPCKOU OCMOTpUTENbHOCTU Kommuccum npeanararot
AeCTBOBATL MPU BLIPABOTKE KAHOHUYECKU NMPABOMEPHOIO pelieHUs BONpoca O CyLecTBYHOLMX
cerofHs enapxusax u npmuxonax Pycckovi 3apybexHol Llepkemu Ha KGHOHUYECKOW TeppUTopUm
Mockosckoro TTatpuapxata. [locTuxeHUe TaKOTO pelleHUs pacCMaTpuBaeTCs B Ka4ecTee 0AHOro
U3 YCII0BUI BOCCTAHOBIIEHUS €BXAPUCTUYECKOTO O6LeHUS U KAHOHUYECKOrO eUHCTBA BHYTPU
eavHou nomectHou Pycckoii TTpasocnasHow Llepkeu.

ON THE JOINT WORK OF THE COMMISSIONS OF THE MOSCOW PATRIARCHATE
AND THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OUTSIDE OF RUSSIA

Based upon our common Orthodox belief in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and upon our
faithfulness to the common canonical Tradition of the Russian Orthodox Church, and acting in
accordance with the instructions formulated over the course of the discussions held under the
chairmanship of His Holiness Patriarch Alexy of Moscow and All Russia in Moscow on May 17-18,
2004, during the visit of the delegation of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia led
by His Eminence Metropolitan Laurus of Eastern America and New York, the Commission of the
Moscow Patriarchate on discussions with the Russian Church Abroad and the Commission of the
Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia on discussions with the Moscow Patriarchate,
during joint meetings held in Moscow (June 22-24 and November 17-19, 2004), in Munich
(September 14-16, 2004) and in Paris (March 2-4, 2005), prepared a series of draft documents
subsequently approved by the Hierarchies of the Moscow Patriarchate and the Russian
Orthodox Church Outside of Russia.

The statements "On the Relationship Between the Church and State" and "On the Attitude of
the Orthodox Church Towards the Heterodox and Towards Inter-Confessional Organizations"
reflect the common understanding of these questions of principle by both the Russian
Orthodox Church and the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia.

The drafted "Act on Canonical Communion" determines the canonical status of the historically-
formed assemblage of the dioceses, parishes, monasteries, brotherhoods and institutions of
the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia as an inalienable, self-governing part of the
Russian Orthodox Church, based on grounds similar to those foreseen by the Statutes
["Ustav"] of the Russian Orthodox Church as they apply to Self-Governing Churches on the
territory of the Moscow Patriarchate. Upon the enactment of this proposed Act, the fullness
of canonical communion within a single Pomestny [Local] Russian Orthodox Church, headed by
His Holiness Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia, shall be restored.

According to the draft, the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia is independent in
pastoral, educational, administrative, management, property and civil matters. The supreme
authority within the Russian Church Abroad is manifested in her Sobor [Council] of Bishops,
convened by her President (the First Hierarch) on the basis of the "Regulations of the Russian
Orthodox Church Outside of Russia." In accordance with the canonical order of the Orthodox
Church, decisions falling outside the competency of the Council of Bishops of the Russian
Orthodox Church Outside of Russia are made in concord with the Patriarch of Moscow and All
Russia and the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church. The highest instance of
ecclesiastical authority are the Pomestny [Local] and Bishops' Councils of the Russian Orthodox
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Church, whose decisions, as well as the decisions of the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox
Church, have force in the Russian Church Abroad, taking into account the particularities
determined by the "Act on Canonical Communion," the "Regulations of the Russian Orthodox
Church Outside of Russia" and the laws of the nations in which it conducts its service. The
bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia are members of the Pomestny and
Bishops' Councils of the Russian Orthodox Church and participate in the established order at
meetings of the Holy Synod. The Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia receives its holy
myrrh from the Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia.

In accordance with the Act on Canonical Communion, certain additions and amendments must be
entered into Chapter VII of the Statutes of the Russian Orthodox Church ("Self-Governing
Churches"), and also into the Regulations of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia.

The Commissions of the Russian Orthodox Church and the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of
Russia also examined the question of how to view the many official declarations, decisions,
epistles and other such documents issued by the First Hierarchs of the Moscow Patriarchate
and the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia, and also by the organs of ecclesiastical
authority in the fatherland and abroad over the course of the decades during which canonical
communion between the Moscow Patriarchate and the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of
Russia was absent. Some of these documents contained canonical suspensions or other
expressions of canonical rejection of the hierarchies and of the presence of grace in church
life on the other side of the division. In connection with this, it is proposed that when the
above Act is put into effect, all previous acts which would hinder the fullness of canonical
communion are declared invalid.

In addition, on the question of the relationship between the Church and state it becomes clear
that the "Basic Social Concept" of the Russian Orthodox Church, confirmed by the Council of
Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church in 2000, is also accepted by the Russian Orthodox
Church Outside of Russia as a document which faithfully reflects the teachings of the Church
regarding her relationship with the state and society. Documents of individual hierarchs and
organs of ecclesiastical authority issued in the period of the Church under conditions of
totalitarian rule antagonistic to the Church both in the Fatherland and abroad which do not
express the true voice of the Church of Christ are deemed no longer valid or not in effect.
Having been dictated by extreme circumstances, they cannot be viewed as possessing the
ecclesiastical norm. Among the documents recognized as such are, for instance, "Epistle to the
Clergy and Flock" (the so-called "Declaration") of 1927 and the Paschal Epistle of the First
Hierarch of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia of 1942.

Further clarifications with regard to the "Epistle to the Clergy and Flock" were given by the
Commissions of the Moscow Patriarchate and the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia in
their "Commentary" on the Joint Document "On the Relationship between the Church and
State."

The Commissions took into account that the Hierarchy of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside
of Russia of November 17, 2004, addressed the so-called "Synod in Resistance" in Greece with
a proposal for them to normalize relations with their Local Churches. To date, a positive
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response to this letter has not been received. However, in a letter from the "Synod in
Resistance" dated October 24, 2004, it is stated that actual canonical communion with the
Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia had already ceased and cannot be restored while
the path of peacemaking with the Moscow Patriarchate continues. The final settlement of this
question is expected before the enactment of the Act on Canonical Communion.

During the joint sessions, a preliminary examination was made of the matter of the status of
clergymen who moved from one jurisdiction fo another while under canonical suspension. With
the aim of further resolving this problem and presenting proposals to the Hierarchies, a special
Sub-commission was formed whose work is continuing.

The Commissions recognized that the reestablishment of full unity of the organizational
structures of the Russian Orthodox Church outside of her canonical territory is a desirable
goal which should be pursued. Still, the historical realities developed through the long
separation must be taken into account. For this reason, in the aim of further establishing the
life of a single Russian Church, it is necessary to apply proper oikonomia and pastoral discretion,
gradually developing pastoral cooperation in the countries of the Russian diaspora with the
special oversight of the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church and the Synod of Bishops
of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia.

The Commissions propose that the same spirit of oikonomia and pastoral discretion be used to
develop a canonically-just decision of the matter of the dioceses and parishes of the Russian
Orthodox Church Outside of Russia situated on the canonical territory of the Moscow
Patriarchate. Such a decision is viewed as one of the conditions of reestablishing Eucharistic
communion and the canonical unity within a single Local Russian Orthodox Church.

RAFFLE TICKETS NOW FOR SALE

As indicated in the last newsletter, the next major event in parish life will be our patronal
feast of Saint Panteleimon. Although the feast itself falls this year on a Tuesday, our main
celebration will be on Sunday August 7™. A raffle will be drawn at the festive lunch after the
service. Our head sister Olga Petroff has acquired a number of lovely prizes and has also
arranged for raffle tickets to be printed. Books of tickets are available to sell in the lead-up
to the feast. The monies raised through the raffle greatly assist the work of the sisterhood
and the needs of the parish, so please take a book of tickets to sell if you can. One of the
prizes is a basket of wine; those parishioners able to do so are also asked to contribute a bottle
of wine o the basket. For more information please speak to Olga Petroff, either at church or
by calling her on 4342-4241.

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

The most recent Parish Council meeting was on July 5™ 2005. In attendance were Rick Golovin,
Kate Marcotrigiano, Bill Reid, Don Kobeleff, Olga Petroff, Paul Pereboeff and Father James. At
this meeting, the Parish Council discussed plans for a parish BBQ on Sunday July 17™; the
English-language Divine Liturgy scheduled for Sunday July 31%", and a range of issues associated
with the languages used in the Divine services; the outstanding issue of certificates of
appreciation for those who assisted in the building of the church; a parish privacy policy; an
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inventory of parish property and a database to support this process; the need for a canopy over
the door at the front of the hall; and various questions raised by parish councilors over the
future of the Russian Orthodox Church outside Russia. In relation to the latter, Father James
gave an overview of the history of our church and of the current discussions between the
Russian Orthodox Church outside Russia and the Russian Orthodox Church of the Moscow
Patriarchate. The Parish Council is due to meet next on Tuesday August 2".

PARISH LIFE: SERVICES IN JULY & AUGUST 2005
ENGLISH-LANGUAGE DIVINE LITURGY ON 31.7.2005

We have a number of important services in the coming weeks. Of particular note are the
services on August 6™-7™ and 8™-9™ connected to the commemoration of Saint Panteleimon,
and also the feast of Transfiguration on August 19™. In addition to these, the Divine Liturgy
will be sung in English on Sunday July 315", In response to a number of requests from our mixed
parish, the Parish Council, while recognizing that the primary liturgical language of our parish is
Church Slavonic, has agreed to the Divine Liturgy being sung in English on the 5™ Sunday of
those months in which there are 5 Sundays, something that happens 3-4 times a year.

Matushka Marie is co-ordinating the English-language choir, which will also sing at a wedding
(our first at West Gosford) on July 315", Those wishing to be involved with the English-language
choir should talk fo Matushka.

30™ July Saturday Matins 6.00 pm
315" July Sunday Divine Liturgy in English 9.00 am

Moleben with akathist fo Saint Seraphim 6.00 pm
15" August Monday Saint Seraphim of Sarov
6™ August Saturday All-night vigil 6.00 pm
7™ August Sunday Parish Feast Day

Lesser Blessing of Water 8.00 am

Divine Liturgy, Moleben 9.00 am

Festive lunch at Narara Community Centre
8™ August Monday Matins 7.00 pm
9™ August Tuesday Holy Great-Martyr & Healer Panteleimon

Divine Liturgy 9.00 am
18™ August Thursday All-night vigil 6.00 pm
19™ August Friday THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD

Divine Liturgy, blessing of grapes and other fruit 9.00 am
20™ August Saturday Matins 6.00 pm
21°" August Sunday Divine Liturgy 9.00 am
28™ August Sunday DORMITION OF THE MOTHER OF GOD

Matins with lamentations before the tomb 6.00 pm
29™ August Monday The Holy Image Not-made-by-hands

Our parish newsletter will is published monthly. If you wish to receive it by post or email, please talk fo Father
James (0428-639156) or Katya Marcotrigiano, the parish secretary (4369-1765).
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